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In the name of Allah most merciful, this is PART Il of our first detailed research into the matter of prophetic inheritance,
is it an inheritance of Prophet-hood? Knowledge and wisdom? Political authority? Or Money?

In this piece we shall list the opinions of the followers and the scholars concerning the two popular verses used by the
Rafidhi Imamiyyah to accuse Abu Bakr al-Siddeeq (ra) of being a liar who stole Fatimah's (ra) inheritance.

We will begin with the earliest books of Tafseer we can get our hands on, and then translate each author’s opinion and
judge the authenticity of his proofs. We will mainly rely on the books written by popular scholars of Ahlul-Sunnah, we
will also include the dates of birth and death next to each scholar’s name if available. Special attention will be given to
any opinion by a companion or follower as their opinion is more valuable than that of later scholars.

We have quoted opinions starting from the earliest sources but as we progressed we felt a lot of it was being repeated
over the next centuries and later scholars began to just sum up the opinions of those before them so because of this we
stopped after taking a couple of opinions from the 8" century Hijri. We have quoted only two sources after the 8"
century; the first is al-Jalalayn for its huge popularity, its ease and shortness, also the rank of its authors. The other

source is Fath-ul-Qadeer because of its fame and value as one of the best late sources of Tafseer.

This piece will be composed of two sections; the first section is for the verse in Surat Mariyam regarding Yahya being an
heir of Zakariya. The second section will be for the verse in Surat al-Naml concerning Sulayman inheriting Dawud.

After listing the opinions, we will make a summary for each section containing a short easy list of the scholars and their
opinions as well as a breif comment or observation if Allah permits.

In the name of Allah we begin,



THE OPINIONS oF FOLLOWERS & SCHOLARS
-YAHYA INHERITED ZAKARIYA-

He [Zakariya] said, "My Lord, indeed my bones have weakened, and my head has filled with white, and never
have | been in my supplication to You, my Lord, unhappy. - And indeed, | fear the successors after me, and
my wife has been barren, so give me from Yourself an heir - Who will inherit me and inherit from the family
of Ya'goub. And make him, my Lord, pleasing [to You]."

[Mariyam 19:06]

TAFSEER "ABDUL-RAZZAQ:
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Al-Hasan al-Basri (21-110): [His prophet-hood and knowledge.]

JUDGEMENT: Sahih.

TAFSEER MUQATIL BIN SULAYMAN:

a1

Mugatil (150) said: [Inherits my money.]

JUDGEMENT: Weak. Mugatil lies in Hadith, is a Mushabbih and takes a lot of his knowledge from Ahlul-Kitab.
TAFSEER MUIJAHID BIN JABR:
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Mujahid (19-102): [He was from the inheritors of his knowledge and Zakariya was from the progeny of Ya'qoub.]
JUDGEMENT: It would have been Sahih and connected if it weren’t for "Abdul-Rahman bin al-Hasan al-Asadi the liar.
TAFSEER SUFIYAN AL-THAWRI:
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Mujahid (19-102): [Inherits my money and inherits the prophet-hood from the family of Ya'qoub.]
JUDGEMENT: Chain seems Sahih but the authenticity of the book itself is not known as its narrators are not known.

TAFSEER YAHYA BIN SALAM:
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Yahya bin Salam (240): [Meaning: The heirs after me, meaning: al-'Usbah(paternal relatives) and that is the Tafseer of al-
Suddy, those who inherit his money. So he wanted from his own progeny one who inherits his money. In Tafseer
Qatadah: And he inherits his money. In Tafseer al-Hasan: He inherits his knowledge and prophet-hood.]

JUDGEMENT: Chainless reports. It was reported otherwise from Qatadah with authentic chains.
TAFSEER IBN JARIR AL-TABARI:
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Ibn “Abbas (Sahabi): [He feared that they would inherit him, so Allah blessed him with Yahya.]
JUDGEMENT: Weak, Muhammad bin Sa'd is La Ba’sa Bihi, his father Sa'd is Matrouk.
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Al-Tabari (224-310): [He says: Inherits my money after | pass away, and inherits from the family of Ya'qoub the prophet-
hood, this is because Zakariya was from Ya'qoub’s lineage.]

JUDGEMENT: This is al-Tabari’s apparent opinion.
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Badham abu Salih (around 95): [Inherits my money, and inherits from the family of Ya'qoub the prophet-hood.]

JUDGEMENT: It has three chains: 1°* Weak, Jabir bin Nuh is weak, 2" Sahih, 3™ Sahih. Badham is the Mawla of Umm
Hani’ bint abi Talib, he himself is leaning towards weakness.
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Badham abu Salih (around 95): [He becomes a prophet just as his fathers were prophets.]
JUDGEMENT: Sahih, has the same chain as one of the narrations before and does not conflict with it textually.
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Mujahid (19-102): [His inheritance was knowledge, and Zakariya was from the progeny of Ya'qoub.]

JUDGEMENT: Has three chains: 1% Hadith al-Harith is Sahih, 2" Hadith Muhammad ibn ‘Amro is Hasan because of him,
3" Hadith of al-Qasim is Hasan because of al-Husayn.
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Al-Hasan al-Basri (21-110): [His prophet-hood and knowledge.]



JUDGEMENT: Hasan, because al-Hasan bin Yahya or bin abi Yahya al-Sakan al-Basri, he is al-Tabari’s Sheikh, Sadugq. This
confirms the Hadith in Tafseer "Abdul-Razzaq thus Sahih-li-Ghayrihi.
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Qatadah (61-117): [al-Hasan al-Basri used to say: “He inherits his prophet-hood and knowledge.”]

JUDGEMENT: Sahih.
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Al-Suddy al-Kabeer (127): [Inherits my prophet-hood and the prophet-hood of the family of Ya'qoub.]

JUDGEMENT: Al-Suddy is an expert in Tafseer but weak in narrating, this chain is Sahih.

TAFSEER IBN ABI HATIM AL-RAZI:
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Ibn abi Hatim (327): [al-Hasan said: “His prophet-hood and knowledge.” — The prophet (saw) said: “May Allah have
mercy on my brother Zakariya he had no heirs, and may Allah have mercy on Lut, if only he had a strong tribe to seek.”
al-Suddy said: “Inherits my prophet-hood and the prophet-hood of the family of Ya'qoub.” — Salih: “The prophet-hood,
he becomes one as his father was.” — al-Dahhak: “The Sunnah and knowledge.”]

JUDGEMENT: Chainless reports. Salih here is most probably Badham abu Salih who died around 95 hijri as the same was
reported from him with an authentic chain. Al-Dahhak is ibn Muzahim who died 105 hijri.

TAFSEER IBN ABI ZAMANAYN AL-ANDALUSI:
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Ibn abi Zamanayn (324-399): [He wished that from his progeny would be someone to inherit his money, in Tafseer
Qatadah.]

JUDGEMENT: Chainless report, Qatadah was reported to have said otherwise in several authentic reports. His Tafseer
was a summary of Tafseer Yahya bin Salam which explains the same quote from Tafseer Qatadah.
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Ibn abi Zamanayn (324-399): [Meaning: to inherit their kingdom and authority.]
JUDGEMENT: This is the opinion of Muhammad bin “Abdullah bin abi Zamanayn.
TAFSEER AL-HIDAYAH LI-MAKKI IBN ABI TALIB:

b oo s A1 o 1813 ala s aide i) o ol IS a8 08 85l ing " sy T 0 B 5 el b (i L s T 2
333 o) M g S ¢ sl ) an s el s g e S La LS il a1 { Cosiad O e S5 (0

Ciny I Bas (ew G il " s I e s B gl JB,

Gty T 58 &y oSS &y 1dd,



a & Ll )55 s AT S5z sis pal sa s o 2V 5l agdY colul aglS Gulill ST conilly 55 slg el (pa Adamy W) 6l A8l 5 0 8 Sal
(s e 1 L) il Lo gt A (355 o com ol 138 5 ™ B US55 Le ey 53 Y elas¥) e 3 ™ b e 4l JLom 41 )
deleal) badl e audi e aly,

&g}@hm\gmm@ﬁw}m\s@ﬁmQ,szoid.a;a,":@mus)zua),;y@ﬁ\,@\;p w5 N (s A
A s,

B saadl (B rolima il Jd g,

Makki ibn abi Talib (437): [Meaning grant me an heir and a supporter to inherit my money and inherit from the family of
Ya'qoub the prophet-hood. (...until he said...) Qatadah said: Whenever the Prophet (saw) recited this verse he would
say: “May Allah have mercy on Zakariya he had no heirs, and may Allah have mercy on Lut, if only he had a strong tribe
to support him.” Al-Suddy said: “Meaning inherits my prophet-hood and that of the family of Ya'qoub.” It was said:
“Inherits my wisdom and the prophet-hood from the family of Ya'qoub.”

Some folks have denied that prophet-hood can be inherited as it is a gift from Allah, if it were inherited then all people
would be prophets as they are sons of Adam and Nuh. Others denied the inheritance of money, for his (saw) saying: “We
prophets leave no inheritance, what is left is charity.” This narration has to be understood that it is especially for our
Prophet (saw) and he spoke of himself in plural. It is also possible that this was a law that was abrogated by the new law
of Muhammad (saw) that prohibits him from inheritance.

Al-Qutbi said: “Inherits my rabbi-hood.”]

JUDGEMENT: This is the Sufi author’s opinion. The narrations are all without chain, al-Qutbi is "Abdullah bin Muslim bin
Qutaybah al-Dinawari (276).

TAFSEER ALl BIN AHMAD AL-WAHIDI:
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“Ali bin Ahmad al-Wahidi (468): [Those who succeed him in kin-ship, they are the "Usbah, the paternal-cousins and
inheritors. The meaning is that he feared his paternal-cousins would lose the religion and abandon it, so he asked his
Lord for a successor to inherit his prophet-hood and knowledge, so that it may not be lost, he requested this as a result
of what he witnessed from Banu Isra’eel, they corrupted the religion and killed the prophets. This is the meaning of the
words of "Ata’ who narrated from ibn "Abbas: “He means by Mawali, Banu Isra’eel who used to alter the religion and kill
the prophets.”]

JUDGEMENT: Ibn “Abbas’s report is chainless, the rest is the author’s opinion.
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“Ali bin Ahmad al-Wahidi (468): [Ibn "Abbas said: “He means prophet-hood, so he becomes a prophet as his fathers
were.” — al-Kalbi said: “He means to take my place and rabbi-hood.” - And Qatadah said: “Inherits my prophet-hood and
knowledge.” Ibn Qutaybah said: “It is not found that he said: Inherits my money.” What wealth is this that Zakariya
possessed so that he may ask Allah for a son to inherit? It must have been a grand amount then for him to compete for
it like the children of this world do. Rather Zakariya was a carpenter and a rabbi and both of these indicate that he had
no money.]



JUDGEMENT: Chainless reports from whatever books al-Wahidi owned or whatever narrations he heard. al-Kalbi is
Hisham also known as lbn al-Kalbi (110-204), Ibn Qutaybah is the famous historian al-Dinawari (213-276).

TAFSEER AL-BAGHAWI:
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Husayn bin Mas'ud al-Baghawi (516): [And they differed upon this inheritance, al-Hasan said: “Meaning to inherit my
money and inherit from the family of Ya'qoub the prophet-hood and rabbi-hood.” And it was said: “The inheritance of
prophet-hood and knowledge is what he meant.” And it was said: “The inheritance of rabbi-hood as Zakariya was the
head rabbi.” Al-Zajjaj said: “It is more worthy that we understand that this inheritance is not that of money, as it is
unlikely that Zakariya a prophet of God, would feel bad for his paternal-cousins inheriting him.” The meaning is: That he
feared that his paternal-cousins would waste the religion of Allah and alter its rulings.]

JUDGEMENT: al-Hasan’s Hadith is without chain and what opposes it was authentically reported. Al-Zajjaj is Ibrahim al-
Sarriy (241-311) the author of a Tafseer. Al-Baghawi’s opinion is clear here.

MA'ANEE AL-QUR’AN LIL-ZAJJAJ:
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Ibrahim al-Sarriy al-Zajjaj (241-311): [It is said: “Inherits my money and inherits the prophet-hood from the family of
Ya'goub.” On the other hand a group said: “It is not permissible for Zakariya to say that he fears inheriting his money,
because the way of prophets and saints is that they do not fear if their relatives were to inherit what Allah willed for
them to inherit.” And it was narrated from the Prophet (saw) that he said: “We prophets do not leave behind
inheritance, what we leave becomes charity.” So they said that he means to inherit from him and the family of Ya'qoub
prophet-hood.”]

JUDGEMENT: Prophetic narration is authentic in the books of Hadith. The author’s opinion is clear and al-Baghawi sums
it up in his Tafseer as previously seen.



TAFSEER AL-KASHAF LIL-ZAMAKHSHARI:

oo Lie (llab caial e AR | siuny ¥ Ol 5 o sliu g o9 piy o cpall o agdlad (Jlpul i ) b - dac syg 4354 dluac a5 - 4dl ge (IS
Gl sl 4y s lalla 4la

Abu al-Qasim al-Zamakhshari (467-538): [His Mawali — and they are his "Asbah, his brothers and paternal-cousins — were
the most evil of Banu Isra’eel, so he feared them for the religion that they may alter and corrupt it, and that they may
not succeed him well in leading his nation, so he asked for a successor from his own progeny, to be taken as an example
in reviving the religion.]
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Abu al-Qasim al-Zamakhshari (467-538): [What is meant by inheritance here is that of religious laws and knowledge,
because prophets leave no inheritance of money. It was said: “He inherits my rabbi-hood as he was a rabbi, and inherits
from the family of Ya'qoub the kingdom.”]

JUDGEMENT: Author’s opinion.
TAFSEER BAHR-UL-"ULOUM LIL-SAMARQANDI:
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Nasr bin Muhammad al-Samarqandi (375): [‘Ikrimah said: “He inherits my money and from the family of Ya'qoub the
prophet-hood.” And this is what al-Dahhak said. Some said: “He inherits me, meaning my knowledge and Sunnah as
prophets peace be upon them do not offer as inheritance money.” And it was narrated from the messenger (saw) that
he said: “We prophets do not leave behind inheritance, what we leave is given in charity.” And abu al-Darda’ narrated
from the messenger (saw) that he said: “Prophets never left as inheritance a Dinar or Dirham, they only left knowledge
as inheritance.” And it is said: “This is because he saw tribulations and the domination of the people of Kufr, so he
feared his Mawali(successors or followers or relatives) would be corrupted if they had no one to take his place and offer
them wisdom.”]

JUDGEMENT: The saying of ‘lkrimah (20-104) the servant of ibn “Abbas is chainless, what opposes it was reported by his
teacher "Abdullah ibn "Abbas but it also has no chain. Al-Dahhak’s report is also without chain so its authenticity cannot
be ascertained and we read in Tafseer ibn abi Hatim what opposes it. Hadith abu al-Darda’ the companion is without
chain but is authentic in other books.
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Nasr bin Muhammad al-Samargandi (375): [Grant me the one who remains behind me the inheritor of prophet-hood,
then he said: {And make him O Lord pleasing to you} meaning righteous and intelligent.]

JUDGEMENT: Authors’s opinion.
AHKAM AL-QUR’AN LIL-JASSAS:
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Ahmad bin “Ali al-Jassas (305-370): [It is narrated from Mujahid and Qatadah and abi Salih and al-Suddy, that the Mawali
are his "Usbah(paternal relatives), his cousins. He feared they would corrupt the religion as they were the worst of the
children of Isra'eel.]

JUDGEMENT: All of these opinions about the identity of the Mawali have been presented before, for those who wish to
know more interpretations for the word “Mawali” they should refer to Tafseer al-Zamakhshari for much more.
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Ahmad bin “Ali al-Jassas (305-370): [He asked Allah glory be to him, to bless him a male child to succeed him in matters
of religion and to uphold it after his death out of fear from his paternal-cousins, that they may corrupt the religion after
his death.]

JUDGEMENT: Author’s opinion.
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Ahmad bin “Ali al-Jassas (305-370): [It was narrated by Qatadah from al-Hasan that he said: “His prophet-hood and
knowledge.” And Khusayf narrated from “lkrimah from ibn “Abbas: “He was sterile and could not have children so he
asked his Lord for a boy saying: {Inherits me and inherits the family of Ya'qoub} the prophet-hood.” And from abu Salih
like it, so ibn "Abbas mentioned that he inherits the money and from the family of Ya'qoub the prophet-hood, thus he
allowed the word inheritance to be used for prophet-hood and in the same way it can be used for knowledge, and the
Prophet (saw) said: “The scholars are the inheritors of prophets, prophets left no inheritance of Dinar or Dirham, only
knowledge.” And he (saw) said: “Stay with your (Hajj) rites, for indeed you are upon an inheritance left by Ibrahim.” Al-
Zuhri narrated from “A’ishah from Abu Bakr that he said: “I heard the Prophet (saw) say: We offer no inheritance, what
we leave behind is given in charity.” Al-Zuhri narrated from Malik bin Aws: | heard "Umar ask a group from the
companions of the Prophet (saw), among them was "Uthman and ibn "Awf and Talhah and al-Zubayr: “By Allah who
holds the sky | ask, have you not heard Rasul-Allah (saw) say: We leave no inheritance, what is left behind is given as
charity?” They replied: “Yes.” It is established from the narration of this group from the Prophet (saw), that the prophets
do not leave inheritance of money, it is proven that Zakariya did not say "To inherit my money", as it is prohibited for a
prophet of God to feel bad for the fate of his money after his death, and he was only afraid that his cousins would take
over his knowledge and book so they'd corrupt them and alter them in exchange for worldly gains, thus preventing the
people from his path.]

JUDGEMENT: Qatadah’s Hadith was previously authentically narrated, ibn “Abbas’s Hadith has no chain, abu Salih’s
position was clear in Tafseer al-Tabari, the prophetic narrations are authentic except the first. The author makes his
opinion very clear in this paragraph.

AL-NUKAT WAL-"UYOUN LIL-MAWARDI:
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“Ali bin Muhammad al-Mawardi (364-450): [Several opinions on the meaning of “Mawali”: One is that they are the
“Usbah(paternal relatives) according to Moujahid and abu Salih. Second, is that they are the Kalalah(all relatives aside
from father and son) according to ibn "Abbas. Third, is that they are the followers that they may inherit his knowledge
without anyone from his own progeny, Lubayd said:

“A Mawla that | have protected from oppression — tonight he comes as if he’s the oppressor”

Fourth, the paternal-cousins and they were the most evil of Banu Isra’eel. They (cousins) are called Mawali because they
succeed him in closeness when he has no direct progeny.

What he feared is also based on two opinions: One, is that he feared they may do corruption in the land. Second, he
feared they may harm him and he feared for his things after his death.

It is also possible that he feared they may change the religion and corrupt it.]
JUDGEMENT: Chainless reports from whatever the author could gather.
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“Ali bin Muhammad al-Mawardi (364-450): [Regarding inheritance is several opinions. First: He inherits my money and
inherits prophet-hood from the family of Ya'qoub, this was said by abu Salih. Second: Inherits me and from the family of
Ya'oub the knowledge and prophet-hood, this was said by al-Hasan. Third: Inherits my prophet-hood and inherits from
the family of Ya'qoub the morals, stated by "Ata’. Fourth: Inherits my knowledge and from the family of Ya'qoub the
kingdom, stated by ibn "Abbas. Allah granted him the inheritance of knowledge and from the family of Ya'qoub the
kingdom, stated by ibn “Abbas. Allah granted him the inheritance of knowledge but never granted him the inheritance of
kingdom, stated by ibn "Abbas.]

JUDGEMENT: Author lists the available opinions without chains. "Ata’ bin abi Rabah (27-114) is a big Tabi'ee yet no chain
was listed for his opinion. Last opinion of ibn “Abbas is very odd and still without a chain.

TAFSEER AL-KASHF WAL-BAYAN LIL-THA'LABI:
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Ahmad bin Muhammad al-Tha'labi (427): [He feared that other than his children may inherit him, it was said: He feared
they may change Allah’s religion and alter its rulings and that they may not succeed him well in leading his nation, so he
asked his Lord for a righteous son to entrust his religion to.]
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Ahmad bin Muhammad al-Tha'labi (427): [Meaning a successor and inheritor, ibn "Abbas and Yahya bin Ya'mur recited:
Inherits me and inherits from the family of Ya'qoub the prophet-hood. Meaning he inherits the prophet-hood and
knowledge, al-Hasan said: It means inherits my money and from Ya'qoub’s family the prophet-hood and rabbi-hood.]

JUDGEMENT: The reports he mentions are chainless. Yahya bin Ya'mur is al-Basri (129).

AL-TAFSEER AL-KABIR LIL-TABARANI:
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Sulayman bin Ahmad al-Tabarani (260-360): [{Inherits me} Meaning inherits my prophet-hood and my position, {And
inherits the family of Ya'qoub} Meaning the knowledge and prophet-hood.]

JUDGEMENT: Author’s opinion.
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Sulayman bin Ahmad al-Tabarani (260-360): [Some Mufassireen stated that the meaning of {Inherits me} means money.
However, interpreting the verse to mean an inheritance of knowledge is more worthy, as prophets were never miserly
when it comes to money, nor would they compete for the fate of their money after they die when it goes for the ones
who are entitled to receive it, and it’s because he said {And inherits from the family of Ya'qoub} and he did not intend
the money when he said this, also because the Prophet (saw) said: “We prophets leave no inheritance, what we leave
behind is for charity.” Zakariya only made a Du’a’ for a child so he can succeed him in matters of religion after him, for
fear from his paternal-cousins that they may change his religion after his passing, and he feared that they may take
control of his teachings and books then corrupt them, and trade them for worldly possessions thus blocking the people
from his religion.]

JUDGEMENT: Author’s opinion.
AL-TA’WEELAT LIL-MATURIDI:
G yan Y Laad 4 i g aale Lald cadla )65y o) Adll g LA 2 gl G,

(o A 5 43 4l g 2ilad of Cala (815 calla 45 ) ol Al ) s eadll o Adla 81,55 L 5S 5 ol o iy Y cmay ¥ 13 caal) Sy ol J8
i g 4 Jads 8 Aalie o il Al Al Cagy of 43 JLd gonmy,

a2l (e 138 5180 S8 ¢ " Haa oL i Le Gy Y sl e U MRl s W el B s Jaing Y B

Vsall gy o calall e 4l Jad Jall &35 5 Jaing Y a3l 138 008 Tt 585 0K ol B3 Ll 5 exlaat¥) il 90 A0als 4l QL o 13 S o L
@‘JJOA‘;A“—.



gl s Jlae YL 4l ny 40 a HSA tcalall oyl bl 4y Sl 4l a s Al Tems ) iy « { seT5 0 (5l & )5} il Qi s
dLécse“—"’LSu—.m‘—‘\)‘Jbﬁjuﬁjﬂjuj,)sjﬁ*idld‘ssuj,)"‘d‘}% ‘MJ ‘dd&ﬂ\ cb)}‘b‘)sdtks.\:\)ﬂcd‘sé;;j cﬁLgAGBMuLSLﬁAS\
Aled A5 cal I L Sy e @l dad mlla a5 4l (S 13) cagiles,

Muhammad bin Muhammad al-Maturidi (333): [al-Hasan said: “He feared his Mawali that they may inherit his money, as
for his knowledge and prophet-hood, they cannot be inherited.”

Abu Bakr al-Asamm said: “This is incorrect, it is not possible that Zakariya would fear for the inheritance of his money by
his Mawali; and he’d ask his Lord for a son simply to inherit money, rather he feared that his Mawali would lose his
religion and traditions after he passes away, so he then asked his Lord to grant him a son to take his place in guarding
the religion and Sunan.”

And he said: “It is not possible for money to be inherited based on what was narrated: ‘We prophets leave no
inheritance what is left behind is spent in charity.” And this can only be explained in two ways:

It is either especially for him (Muhammad) without the rest of the prophets, or that Zakariya was not a prophet, thus it is
impossible that this was referring to money which shows that it was referring to knowledge: That my Mawali would lose
my knowledge after me.”

It is also possible that his saying {I feared the Mawali(paternal-cousins) after me} is that he asked for a good righteous
boy so that he may be remembered through his boy’s actions and good deeds during his life; he shall not be forgotten
and the people would always make Du’a’ for him. This is what is known, that the people are remembered and good
Du’a’ is made for them if they had righteous sons, this is why Zakariya asked for a son.]

JUDGEMENT: The saying of al-Hasan is chainless and contradicted by what was authentically narrated from him. Abu
Bakr "Abdul-Rahman bin Kaysan al-Asamm (201-279) his narration is authentic as al-Maturidi lived during his time and
heard from him. Al-Maturidi’s opinion is clear therein.

TAFSEER AL-NAHHAS:
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Abu Ja'far Ahmad bin Muhammad al-Nahhas (338): [His (swt) saying {Inherits me and inherits from the family of
Ya'qoub}

Hushaym narrated from Isma‘eel from abu Khalid from abu Salih: “He becomes a prophet like his fathers were.”

And ibn abi Nujayh narrated from Moujahid: “His inheritance was knowledge and Zakariya was from the family of
Ya'qoub.”

And Dawud bin abi Hind narrated from al-Hasan: “Inherits my money and from the family of Ya'qoub the prophet-
hood.”

Abu Ishaq adopts the first opinion; it is not likely that a prophet would feel sadness for inheriting money because of the
popular narration.]



JUDGEMENT: First narration was authentically reported in al-Tabari, although it is also authentically reported that abu
Salih did mention money, there is also a mistake in the chain, it should be “Hushaym from Isma“eel ibn abi Khalid”.
Moujahid’s narration was also authentically narrated in al-Tabari’s book. Al-Hasan’s narration here is disconnected like
the rest and what was authentically attributed to him opposes this one. Abu Ishaq is Ibrahim al-Sarriy al-Zajjaj (241-311)
his teacher.

MUSTADRAK AL-SAHEEHAYN LIL-HAKIM:
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Al-Hakim al-Naysaburi (405): [from lbn “Abbas and Ibn Mas oud: “Zakariya was the final prophet of Bani Isra’eel, he was
from the progeny of Ya'qoub, he said: Inherits my kingdom and from the family of Ya'qoub the prophet-hood.”

From Ibn "Abbas and lbn Mas oud: “...until he said... So grant me from you a successor to inherit me, and to inherit my
prophet-hood and from the family of Ya'qoub their prophet-hood and make him pleasing to you.”]

JUDGEMENT: Both narrations pass through "Amro bin Talhah, Asbat bin Nasr and Isma’eel al-Suddy and all of these men
aren’t strong narrators and have received some amount of ciritism for various reasons, so best to avoid what they
narrate especially since all of them are in the same chain.

HAQA’IQ AL-TAFSEER LIL-SULAMY:
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Muhammad bin al-Husayn al-Sulamy (412): [Ibn “Ata’ said: “Grant me a successor meaning a son to inherit prophet-
hood, and inherits from the family of Ya'qoub their morals.”

Abu al-Harith al-Awlasi said: “The Du’a’ of the prophets is always with divine permission.”

Some of them said: Meaning a boy to support me in serving you, inherits from me the companionship of the poor and
their love and to be proud of them, as this was the way of prophets and messengers, and inherits from the family of
Ya'qoub: kindness, patience in hardships and being pleased with one’s fate.]

JUDGEMENT: Both ibn “Ata’ and al-Awlasi are early Sufi scholars, this is a Sufi Tafseer.
LATA’IF AL-ISHARAT LIL-QUSHAYRI:
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*Abdul-Kareem al-Qushayri (465): [Meaning: | fear that prophet-hood would be taken from my household, and then be
transmitted to my paternal-cousins, so grant me a son to worship you and be from my family and progeny. He did not
wish for a son for worldly desire or material gain, he only asked for a son to carry on the divine duty. In his saying:
{Inherits me} is proof that not only did he ask for a son but he asked for his son to remain and succeed him, meaning to
remain after his death and inherit from the family of Ya'qoub the prophet-hood and (position of) spreading the
message.]

JUDGEMENT: This is the Sufi author’s opinion.

AHKAM AL-QUR’AN LIL-KAYA AL-HARRASI:
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“Ali al-Kaya al-Harrasi (450-504): [So he asked Allah most high for a son to take his place in religion, he’d inherit his
prophet-hood and he’d inherit from the family of Ya'qoub. It is not permissible that he’d be so desperate in his Du'a’ if
his intention was to inherit money, this opposes the way of prophets, also what proves our point is that he combined his
inheritance with that of the family of Ya'qoub although it is known that his son is not entiteled to inherit (wealth) from
them.]

JUDGEMENT: author’s opinion.
AL-MUHARRAR WAL-WAIJEEZ LI-IBN "ATIYYAH:
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‘Abdul-Haqq ibn “Atiyyah al-Andalusi (546): [The people differed on why Zakariya feared {The Mawali}, ibn "Abbas and
Moujahid and Qatadah and abu Salih all said: “He feared that they may inherit his money and that the Kalalah may get it
so he was saddened.” While Qatadah and al-Hasan narrated from the Prophet (saw) that he said: “May Allah have mercy
on my brother Zakariya, he suffered much from his heirs.” And a group said: “He only feared his Mawali were careless
towards the religion, so he feared his death meant the loss of religion, thus he asked for a successor to take his place.”
This was the opinion of al-Zajjaj. This last opinion also states that it isn’t permitted for Zakariya to ask for an heir to his
money because prophets leave no inheritance behind them.

| say: This confirms the saying of the prophet (saw) “We prophets leave behind no inheritance, what is left becomes
charity.” But it is weakened by mentioning that she was {Barren}. Most of the Mufassireen are of the opinion that he
meant money. It is also possible that the prophet’s (saw) saying: “We prophets leave behind no inheritance.” Is that he
isn’t generalizing but that the vast majority of them are as such so reflect on this. What is more apparent and fitting for
Zakariya peace be upon him is that he meant the inheritance of knowledge and religion and so inheritance is
metaphorical. Do you not see that he only wished for a successor but never specified that it must be a son so Allah



fulfilled his wishes in the best manner? Abu Salih and others said: {Inherits me} meaning money, and {Inherits the family
of Ya'qoub} means knowledge and prophet-hood. Al-Suddy said: “Zakariya longed for a son.”]

JUDGEMENT: Hadith of “May Allah have mercy on my brother Zakariya” is narrated from al-Hasan al-Basri with a very
weak chain, and also by Qatadah but it is disconnected since he never stated who he heard it from and said “It reached
us that etc...” The rest is all chainless reports. Author’s opinion is clear when he said “What is more apparent and
fitting.”
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"Abdul-Haqq ibn “Atiyyah al-Andalusi (546): [His saying {And the family of Ya'qoub} means to inherit from them wisdom
and rabbi-hood and knowledge and prophet-hood, and the inheritance in all of this is metaphorical.]

JUDGEMENT: His own opinion.
TAREEKH IBN "ASAKIR:
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Ibn "Asakir al-Dimshaqi (571): [Zayd bin Aslam: “Their prophet-hood.”]

JUDGEMENT: Khalaf bin "Abdul-Rahman is Majhoul and so it is weak. Zayd ibn Aslam al-Qurashy (136) is a big Tabi ee.
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Ibn “Asakir al-Dimshaqi (571): [abu Salih from abu Muslim that he said: “Make him a prophet like his fathers were
prophets.”]

JUDGEMENT: Weak as Ishaq bin Yusuf al-Humsi is unknown. This is proof that abu Salih’s narration is different than his
other ones because he narrated it from abu Muslim al-Khawalani (62).

TAFSEER ZAD-UL-MAYSIR LI-IBN AL-JAWZI:
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*Abdul-Rahman bin “Ali ibn al-Jawzi (510-597): [Meaning those who succeed him in kin-ship, and they are his paternal-
cousins {After me} meaning after my death. There are two opinions for why he was scared:

One of them is that he feared they may inherit him, this was stated by ibn "Abbas. If one were to object and say: How
can a prophet refuse to give his relatives their obligatory rights?

For this are two answers: Firstly, that since he was a prophet and prophets leave no inheritance, then he also feared
they may take what is forbidden for them after his passing. Secondly, it may be that human nature got the better of him,
and he wished for his own son to succeed him in his money; both of these were mentioned by ibn al-Anbari.

| clarify the above by saying that someone needed to succeed him in his money even if this person never inherited it, so
he liked his son to take care of this.

The other opinion is that he feared that they may lose the religion and abandon it, as mentioned by a group of
Mufassireen.

(...Until he says...)

In this sense, he feared for his knowledge and prophet-hood, that they may not be inherited thus knowledge would
perish.]

JUDGEMENT: Abu Bakr ibn al-Anbari (271-304) is a popular scholar and linguist and no chains for mentioned for any of
the above.
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*Abdul-Rahman bin “Ali ibn al-Jawzi (510-597): [What is meant by this inheritance is restricted to four opinions. First one:
He inherits my money, and from the family of Ya'qoub the prophet-hood, narrated by ‘Ikrimah from ibn “Abbas, and this
was abu Salih’s opinion. Second one: Inherits my knowledge and from the family of Ya'qoub the kingdom, so Allah
granted him the knowledge without the kingdom, also narrated by ibn "Abbas. Third one: Inherits my prophet-hood and
knowledge and from the family of Ya'qoub their prophet-hood as well, as al-Hasan said. Fourth one: Inherits my
prophet-hood, and the morals of the family of Ya'qoub, as said by "Ata’. (...until he said...) The correct opinion: Is he
never intended the inheritance of money for several reasons:

First: It is authentically narrated from Rasul-Allah (saw) that he said: “We prophets leave no inheritance, what is left
behind is spent in charity.” Second: It is not permitted for a prophet of God to feel sorry for the fate of his money after



his death if it is divided between those who are his rightful heirs in religious law. Third: Is that he was never known for
being a man of wealth and money. Abu Hurayrah narrated from the Prophet (saw) that Zakariya was but a carpenter.]

JUDGEMENT: The prophetic narrations are authentic. The sayings of ibn "Abbas and of "Ata’ bin abi Rabah and al-Hasan
are chainless.

AL-TAFSEER AL-KABIR AL-FAKHR-UL-RAZI:
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Fakhr-ul-Deen al-Razi (606): [They differed regarding the inheritance on different sayings. Firstly: What is meant by
inheritance in both locations (meaning inheritance from him and inheritance from his family) is an inheritance of money,
this was the saying of ibn "Abbas and al-Hasan and al-Dahhak. Secondly: Prophet-hood in both locations as is the saying
of abu Salih. Thirdly: Inherits his money but also inherits prophet-hood from the family of Ya'qoub, this was said by al-
Suddy and Moujahid and al-Sha’bi, also narrated from ibn “Abbas and al-Hasan and al-Dahhak. Fourthly: Inherits his
knowledge and the prophet-hood from the family of Ya'qoub, this was narrated from Moujahid. Know that these
narrations mention five things: Money, position, rabbi-hood, knowledge, prophet-hood and good example; the word
inheritance is used for all of them, for money in:

{And He caused you to inherit their land and their homes and their properties and a land which you have not trodden.}
As for knowledge:

{And We had certainly given Moses guidance, and We caused the Children of Israel to inherit the Scripture} He (saw) also
said: “Scholars are the inheritors of prophets, and the prophets never gave a Dinar or Dirham as inheritance.” He (swt)



said: {And We had certainly given to Dawud and Sulayman knowledge, and they said, "Praise [is due] to Allah, who has
favored us over many of His believing servants." - And Sulayman inherited Dawud.} This can also be explained as
kingdom or prophet-hood, they say “I have inherited worry and grief (from this matter).” Meaning this matter has
worried me and burdened me with grief, so it is established that inheritance can mean this.

Those who adopted the opinion of it being money, they said this based on two things, firstly the narration: “May Allah
have mercy on my brother Zakariya, he had no one to inherit him.” This apparently is referring to money. Secondly
based on logic, they said that prophet-hood, knowledge, wisdom are not inherited but are acquired so it must have been
referring to money. They also argued that Zakariya said: {And make him, my Lord, pleasing} this proves that it’s about
the money since prophets are pleasing anyway as they’re infallible. As for the narration “We leave no inheritance” they
said it can be that the prophet (saw) is only referring to himself.

On the other hand, those who adopted the opinion of knowledge and prophet-hood and rank, they based it on what is
commonly known about prophets that they are not interested in money but in matters of religion. Some said that
maybe what worldly possessions he acquired were so important and would benefit the religion so he was interested. If
they were to say “How can prophet-hood be inherited?” we reply by saying: Money is inherited by a son, in that this son
is now in charge of it as his father was, and can benefit from using it as his father did before him, otherwise the heir
does not own the money for it is all owned by Allah; in the same way if a son is to become prophet after his father and
be responsible for matters of religion, it is permitted to say that he inherited it. As for their saying that “We leave no
inheritance” that it can just be restricted to him, the same way Allah said:

{It is we who have sent down the remembrance}

Still this is metaphorical and we must not abandon what is apparent especially since it was also narrated “We the
prophets leave no inheritance.” So by priority it is carried on everything that is beneficial for the religion such as
prophet-hood, knowledge, good example, beneficial position for the religion and clean money. All of these can be
beneficial for the religion and the reasons for wanting to preserve them are acceptable.]

JUDGEMENT: The author lists what opinions reached him without listing any chains. To sum up the above, al-Razi quotes
the opinions and arguments of those who claimed it was an inheritance of money then refuted them, but in the end he
also says that even if it were to be referring to money, this doesn’t mean that Zakariya is attached to worldly life, as
money can be a tool to benefit the religion.

TAFSEER IBN 'ARABI:
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Muhyi al-Deen ibn "Arabi (558-638): [The intelligent mind.]
JUDGEMENT: Sufi author’s opinion.

AL-JAMI" LI-AHKAM AL-QUR’AN LIL-QURTUBI:
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Muhammad bin Ahmad al-Qurtubi (671): [al-Nahhas said: The scholars have three sayings in this: One is: “Inheritance of
prophet-hood.” One is: “Inheritance of wisdom.” And one is: “Inheritance of money.” As for their saying regarding
prophet-hood it is impossible as prophet-hood is never inherited, if it were then you’d hear them say “We are prophets
from Nuh’s (as) progeny.” As for inheriting knowledge and wisdom, this is a good opinion; In the Hadith is “Scholars are
heirs of prophets.” As for inheritance of money, it is not forbidden even if folks have denied it for the Hadith: “We leave
no inheritance, what is left is charity.” This is no argument as one can talk about himself in plural. This Hadith can be also
interpreted that what we left as a charity may not be inherited; since the Prophet (saw) never left anything to be
inherited from him and Allah had only permitted him during his life to benefit from this:

{And know that anything you obtain of war booty - then indeed, for Allah is one fifth of it and for the Messenger}

The meaning of {for Allah} is in the cause of Allah, which includes all that benefits his messenger (saw) as long as he
lived. If it were argued that in some narrations it says “We prophets leave no inheritance.” Then this can be explained
both ways as well. Abu "Umar said: The scholars differed on the meaning of “We do not leave inheritance, what is left is
charity.” There were two opinions: The most popular one is that a prophet (as) is not inherited and what he leaves is
charity. The second is that only our Prophet (saw) does not leave behind inheritance as Allah blessed him with this merit
to increase his virtue, just as He granted him different rules for his marriage that are not allowed for others, this was the
saying of some of the people of Basarah including ibn “Ulayah, most scholars follow the first opinion.]

JUDGEMENT: Abu Ja'far Ahmad bin Muhammad al-Nahhas (338) is a popular Moufassir, al-Qurtubi must have quoted
his book. Abu "Umar is ibn "Abdul-Barr (368-463) the author has quoted his opinion from his book al-Tamheed since he
often quotes it. Isma‘eel bin Ibrahim ibn “Ulayah al-Basri (110-193) is a grand scholar but abu "Umar never mentioned a
chain here.

TAFSEER ANWAR AL-TANZEEL LIL-BAYDAWI:
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*Abdullah bin *Umar bin "Ali al-Baydawi al-Shirazi (685): [What is intended is the inheritance of religion and knowledge as
prophets leave no inheritance of money. It was said: “Inherits my rabbi-hood.” Since he was a rabbi, and inherits from
the family of Ya'qoub the kingdom.]

JUDGEMENT: Author’s opinion.

TAFSEER IBN "ABDUL-SALAM:
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Al-"Iz ibn “Abdul-Salam (577-660): [Inherits my money and the prophet-hood from the family of Ya'qoub, or he inherits
knowledge and prophet-hood from both, or from him the prophet-hood and from the family the morals, or inherits from



me knowledge and from the family the kingdom, so he was granted knowledge without kingdom, as stated by ibn
“Abbas. It was narrated from the Prophet (saw): “May Allah have mercy on Zakariya he had no heirs.”]

JUDGEMENT: Author lists opinions.

TAFSEER MADARIK AL-TANZEEL LIL-NASFY:
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“Abdullah bin Ahmad al-Nasfy (710): [Meaning grant me a son to inherit my knowledge and the prophet-hood from the
family of Ya'goub. Inheriting prophet-hood means that he be worthy of receiving revelation and not that prophet-hood
itself was inherited.]

JUDGEMENT: Author’s opinion.
LUBAB-UL-TA’WEEL LIL-KHAZIN:
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“Ala’-ul-Deen “Ali bin Muhammad al-Khazin (725): [Meaning a guided successor, it was said he meant to inherit his
money and the prophet-hood and knowledge from the family of Ya'qoub, it was also said he meant rabbi-hood since
Zakariya was the head rabbi. It is more worthy to interpret this as the inheritance of anything aside from money,
because prophets never gave money as inheritance only knowledge, it is unlikely that a prophet of God such as Zakariya
would feel sadness for the fate of his money if his cousins were to inherit it. He only feared that they might lose the
religion of Allah and corrupt its laws, this is based on what he had seen from Bani Isra’eel who altered religions and
killed prophets. He thus asked his Lord for a righteous son to entrust the nation to him and to inherit his prophet-hood
and knowledge so they may not be lost, this is the saying of ibn "Abbas.]

JUDGEMENT: The author’s opinion, as for Ibn "Abbas’s opinion it is without chain.
AL-TASHEEL LI-IBN JUZAY:
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Muhammad bin Ahmad ibn Juzay al-Gharnati (693-741): [It was said: “Meaning inheritance of money.” And it was said:
“Inheritance of knowledge and prophet-hood.” This opinion is stronger because he (saw) said: “We the prophets leave
no inheritance.” Also it was said: “Knowledge and kingdom.” And it was said only kingdom.]

JUDGEMENT: Author lists opinions.
AL-NAHR LI-ABI HAYYAN AL-ANDALUSI:

iy oaly (pa b il il ) A L) JE (g J 8 X Liall las (e 4dlag Lo JaY algll allay Y 4l o emna 58 Cum (g LS U1 ela¥l
aladl 8 0y o W) of salally L JE o ). edbe (e dsilaiar s o 5ls (e Al o (2 iy Y5 o LS s i) Lgacay A g Lai) @3 (Y disac )
Cpdlls



Abu Hayyan al-Andalusi (754): [What is apparent and more fitting of Zakariya since he is infallible is that he never asked
for a son because of what he left behind from the leftovers of this world, also the opinion of those who said: “He only
feared that prophet-hood would cease to be in his own progeny and return to his relatives.” This one is not fitting of him
since this matter belongs to Allah and it is up to him to place it wherever He wishes and he cannot oppose God’s will and
decision (...until he said...) what is apparent is that inheritance is restricted to knowledge and religion.]

JUDGEMENT: Author concludes his own opinion.
TAFSEER IBN KATHEER:
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Isma’eel ibn "Umar bin Katheer (700-774): [He feared they (his Mawali) would lead the people in the wrong direction
after his death, so he asked Allah for a son to be prophet after him; to politically guide them through his prophet-hood
and revelation, and he was granted this. He did not fear their inheritance of his money, as the prophets are much
greater in rank and virtue than to care for the leftovers of this world and to be this upset that their relatives are going to
inherit some money not his son. This is from one side, from another side it was never mentioned that he was a person
with money, on the contrary it was mentioned that he was a carpenter who survived from his own hard work and sweat,
people like this never gather fortunes especially prophets as they are not attached to the material world. Thirdly, it was
established in the Saheehayn from more than one way that the messenger (saw) said: “We do not leave inheritance,
what remains is charity.” And in one narration from al-Tirmithy with a Sahih chain: “We the peophets do not leave
inheritance.” Based on this, Zakariya’s words {So give me from Yourself an heir} this means inheritance of prophet-hood;
for this reason he said {And inherits the family of Ya'qoub} just like His saying {And Sulayman inherited Dawud} meaning
in prophet-hood. Otherwise, he would not have selected him from among his brothers for this nor would there be much
benefit from that information since it is known by all cultures and religions that sons inherit their fathers, this is
confirmed by “We the prophets leave no inheritance, what remains is charity.”



Moujahid said: “Inherits his knowlge and he was from the progeny of Ya'qoub.” Hushaym said: Isma“eel ibn abi Khalid
narrated from abu Salih: “A prophet as his fathers were before him.” *Abdul-Razzaq narrated from Ma mar from
Qatadah from al-Hasan: “Inherits his knowledge and prophet-hood.” Al-Suddy said: “My prophet-hood and that of the
family of Ya'gqoub.” From Malik from Zayd ibn Aslam: “Inherited their prophet-hood.” Jabir bin Nuh and Yazid bin Haroun
both from Isma“eel ibn abi Khalid from abu Salih: “Inherits my money and the prophet-hood from the family of
Ya'qoub.” And this last one was the adopted opinion of ibn Jareer in his Tafseer.

‘Abdul-Razzaqg narrated from Ma'mar from Qatadah that Rasul-Allah (saw) said: “May Allah have mercy on Zakariya he
had no heirs to his money. May Allah have mercy on Lut if only he had a strong tribe to support him.” lbn Jareer
narrated: abu Kurayb told us, Jabir bin Nuh told us, from Mubarak from al-Hasan that Rasul-Allah (saw) said: “May Allah
have mercy on my brother Zakariya he had no heirs to his money when he said: {So give me from Yourself an heir}.”
These are both Mursal narrations and cannot contradict what is authentic. Allah knows best.]

JUDGEMENT: The author did our job for us by commenting on the authenticity of prophetic narrations, as for the
opinions of followers such as al-Suddy or abu Salih he never mentioned full chains.

TAFSEER AL-JALALAYN:
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Jalal-ul-Deen al-Mahalli (864) & Jalal-ul-Deen al-Suyuti (911): [Prophet-hood and knowledge.]
JUDGEMENT: Author’s opinion.

FATH-UL-QADEER LIL-SHAWKAN!I:
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Muhammad bin "Ali al-Shawkani (1173-1250): [They differed on why he feared his successors, it was said: “He was
scared they’d inherit his money, he wished for his son to inherit him so he asked Allah (swt) to grant him a son.” Others
said: “They were careless for the religion and he feared they’d cause his religion to be lost, and so he asked for a
successor to replace him after his death.” This opinion is stronger than the first, because prophets leave behind no
inheritance and are nobler than to care for materialistic matters, this means that it isn’t an inheritance of money but
that of knowledge and prophet-hood and religious responsibility. It was established from our Prophet (saw) that he said:
“We the prophets leave behind no inheritance, what remains is charity.” (...until he said...) And the inheritance here is
that of knowledge and prophet-hood based on the strongest opinion previously stated.]

JUDGEMENT: Author’s opinion.



-Summary of Opinions on Surat Mariyam [19:06]

The opinions of Companions and their Followers:

"Abdullah ibn Mas’oud (Sahabi): Inherits his kingdom and from the family of Ya'qoub the prophet-hood. (Da eef)
“Abdullah ibn Mas’oud (Sahabi): His prophet-hood and from the family of Ya'qoub their prophet-hood. (Da'eef)
“Abdullah ibn “Abbas (Sahabi): He feared that they would inherit him. (Da"eef)

"Abdullah ibn “Abbas (Sahabi): Inherits his knowledge and from the family of Ya'qoub the kingship. (chainless)
“Abdullah ibn “Abbas (Sahabi): He means prophet-hood, so he becomes a prophet as his fathers were. (chainless)
Abdullah ibn “Abbas (Sahabi): Inherits from him and inherits from the family of Ya'qoub the prophet-hood. (chainless)
*Abdullah ibn “Abbas (Sahabi): Inherits his kingdom and from the family of Ya'qoub the prophet-hood. (Da eef)
“Abdullah ibn “Abbas (Sahabi): His prophet-hood and from the family of Ya'qoub their prophet-hood. (Daeef)

Abu Muslim al-Khawalani (62): Make him a prophet like his fathers were prophets. (Da’eef)

Badham abu Salih (around 95): Inherits his money, and from the family of Ya'qoub the prophet-hood. (Sahih)
Badham abu Salih (around 95): He becomes a prophet just as his fathers were prophets. (Sahih)

Mujahid bin Jabr (19-102): His knowledge and Zakariya was from the progeny of Ya'goub. (Sahih)

Mujahid bin Jabr (19-102): Inherits his money and the prophet-hood from the family of Ya'qoub. (unreliable book)
*Amir al-Sha’bi (21-103): Inherits his money and inherits prophet-hood from the family of Ya'qoub. (chainless)
“Ikrimah Mawla ibn “Abbas (20-104): Inherits his money and prophet-hood from the family of Ya'goub. (chainless)
Al-Dahhak ibn Muzahim (105): Inherits the Sunnah and knowledge. (chainless)

Al-Dahhak ibn Muzahim (105): Inherits his money and prophet-hood from the family of Ya'qoub. (chainless)
Al-Hasan al-Basri (21-110): His prophet-hood and knowledge. (Sahih)

Al-Hasan al-Basri (21-110): His money and from the family of Ya'qoub the prophet-hood and rabbi-hood. (chainless)
“Ata’ bin abi Rabah (27-114): Inherits my prophet-hood and inherits from the family of Ya'qoub the morals. (chainless)
Qatadah bin Di'amah (61-117): al-Hasan al-Basri used to say: “He inherits his prophet-hood and knowledge.” (Sahih)
Qatadah bin Di'amah (61-117): Inherits his money. (chainless)

Isma‘eel al-Suddy al-Kabeer (127): Inherits his prophet-hood and the prophet-hood of the family of Ya'qoub. (Sahih)
Isma’eel al-Suddy al-Kabeer (127): Inherit his money. (chainless)

Yahya bin Ya'mur al-Basri (129): Inherits me and inherits from the family of Ya'qoub the prophet-hood. (chainless)
Zayd ibn Aslam al-Qurashy (136): Inherits their prophet-hood. (Da’eef)

Mugatil bin Sulayman (150): Inherits his money. (unreliable scholar)

Isma’eel bin lbrahim ibn “Ulayah (110-193): Only Prophet Muhammad (saw) leaves no inheritance. (chainless)
Hisham ibn al-Kalbi (110-204): He means to take my place and rabbi-hood. (chainless)

Scholars who permit prophetic inheritance of material possessions and money:
Muhammad ibn Jareer al-Tabari (224-310) - Makki ibn abi Talib (437).
Scholars who say it is of prophet-hood and knowledge or kingdom and authority:

*Abdul-Rahman bin abi Hatim al-Razi (240-327) - Muhammad bin abi Zamanayn al-Andalusi (324-399) - *Abdullah bin
Qutaybah al-Dinawari (213-276) - "Ali bin Ahmad al-Wahidi (468) - Ibrahim al-Sarriy al-Zajjaj (241-311) - Husayn bin
Mas"ud al-Baghawi (516) - Abu al-Qasim al-Zamakhshari (467-538) - Nasr bin Muhammad al-Samargandi (375) - Ahmad
bin "Ali al-Jassas (305-370) - Sulayman bin Ahmad al-Tabarani (260-360) - "Abdul-Rahman bin Kaysan al-Asamm (201-
279) - Muhammad bin Muhammad al-Maturidi (333) - Ahmad bin Muhammad al-Nahhas (338) - Muhammad bin al-
Husayn al-Sulamy (412) - Ibn "Ata’ al-Sufi (???) - Abu al-Harith al-Awlasi al-Sufi (???) - "Abdul-Kareem al-Qushayri (465) -
“Ali al-Kaya al-Harrasi (450-504) - "Abdul-Haqq ibn “Atiyyah al-Andalusi (546) - "Abdul-Rahman bin “Ali ibn al-Jawzi (510-
597) - Fakhr-ul-Deen al-Razi (606) - Muhyi al-Deen ibn “Arabi (558-638) - Abu "Umar ibn "Abdul-Barr (368-463) -



“Abdullah al-Baydawi al-Shirazi (685) - "Abdullah bin Ahmad al-Nasfy (710) - “Ali bin Muhammad al-Khazin (725) -
Muhammad ibn Juzay al-Gharnati (693-741) - Abu Hayyan al-Andalusi (754) - Isma’eel ibn "Umar bin Katheer (700-774) -
Jalal-ul-Deen al-Mahalli (864) - Jalal-ul-Deen al-Suyuti (911) - Muhammad bin "Ali al-Shawkani (1173-1250).

Scholars who list various opinions without adopting a specific interpretation for the verse:

Yahya bin Salam (240) - “Ali bin Muhammad al-Mawardi (364-450) - Ahmad bin Muhammad al-Tha'labi (427) - Abu Bakr
ibn al-Anbari (271-304) - al-"1z ibn “Abdul-Salam (577-660).

OBSERVATION:

The first thing anyone will notice and the first thing on everyone’s mind is, why are there so many conflicting opinions
from “Abdullah ibn "Abbas may Allah be pleased with him!?

The most important of all Tafaseer or Qur’anic interpretations, after the four Caliphs and the senior Sahabah, is that of
the young Sahabi "Abdullah bin "Abbas, from the earliest scholars of Islam; he excelled in this field and outshined many
others. So why does he have six opinions? Why all this confusion?

The answer is that it alldepends on who is narrating the Tafseer of ibn "Abbas, the man was popular and had plenty of
students; many of these students narrated his Tafseer. ‘Ikrimah, Moujahid and Sa’eed bin Jubayr are his three top
students when it comes to Tafseer, on the other hand there are folks like "Atiyyah al-'Awfi who are weak and narrate his
Tafseer, or "Ali bin abi Talhah who narrates the Tafseer without even having met with ibn “Abbas, and there is al-Dahhak
bin Muzahim who also narrates his Tafseer but from anonymous sources as he never met ibn "Abbas too; Dahhak
himself has several students some of which are terribly weak like Juwaybir and they attribute all of this to ibn “Abbas at
the end of the day. Badham and al-Suddy are two famous Mufassireen but are weak in narrating, they also attributed
matters to ibn “Abbas, and finally al-Kalbi who lies and attributes it to Badham by his own confession.

The scholars of Tafseer have included a lot from these people in their books, all is attributed to ibn "Abbas, to the extent
where in one Tafseer you’ll find ibn "Abbas having more than one opinion, in addition to this many of the scholars listed
such opinion with no chains; if you check the list you’ll notice that half his opinions are without chain and the rest are
weak narrations.

Another observation is that the biggest and most reliable of early followers, such as Moujahid the student of ibn “Abbas,
al-Hasan al-Basri and his student Qatadah bin Di'amah, also al-Suddy al-Kabeer have all been authentically reported to
have said it was not an inheritance of money, this gives great legitimacy and support to the opinion of any scholar who
explains the verses as such.

On the other hand, the early scholars of the followers who mentioned according to authentic texts that the inheritance
is of money are Mugatil bin Sulayman and abu Salih Badham, the first is accused of lying and basing a lot of Tafseer on
the opinions of Ahlul-Kitab, the second leans towards weakness but at least his Tafseer is taken into consideration.

The next observation is the popularity of each opinion, "Abdul-Haqq ibn “Atiyyah al-Andalusi (546) said: "Most of the
Mufassireen are of the opinion that he meant money." Yet when we look at the list above we can see that most of the
scholars of Tafseer before the death of Ibn "Atiyyah are not of this opinion, in fact an earlier scholar Ibn “Abdul-Barr
(368-463) said: "There were two opinions: The most popular one is that a prophet is not inherited and what he leaves is
charity." And even the late Muhammad bin "Ali al-Shawkani (1173-1250) reached the same conclusion we did and said:
"This is also the opinion of the majority of Mufassireen, in other words this inheritance is a metaphorical one similar to

what he (saw) said: 'Scholars are heirs of prophets.



Why is it then reported otherwise? Well the answer could be that the scholar was relating the majority of opinions in his
own land or his own area, sometimes different cities and provinces may have varying opinions in Figh or Tafseer, it could
also be that they mean the majority of the small un-popular scholars of Tafseer, whereas the big Imams who wrote the
books have denied the inheritance of money even if they are smaller in number but their opinions are more weighty, if
we take lbn Jareer al-Tabari (224-310) alone he probably had plenty of students who adopted his opinions throughout
the lands because of his fame and name.

Fact remains, out of around forty two expert sources and opinions we gathered for this study, only two said that this
inheritance was that of money; showing that the popular opinion held by Ahlul-Sunnah and Ahlul-Hadith in our days has
always been the strongest and wisest of opinions.



THE OPINIONS oF FOLLOWERS & SCHOLARS
-SULAYMAN INHERITED DAWUD-

And We had certainly given to Dawud and Sulayman knowledge, and they said, "Praise [is due] to Allah, who
has favored us over many of His believing servants.” - And Sulayman inherited Dawud. He said, O people,
we have been taught the language of birds, and we have been given from all things. Indeed, this is evident
bounty." - And gathered for Sulayman were his soldiers of the jinn and men and birds, and they were
[marching] in rows.

[al-Naml 27:16]

TAFSEER MUQATIL BIN SULAYMAN:
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Mugqatil (150h) said: [Meaning: Sulayman inherited the knowledge of Dawud and his kingdom.]
JUDGEMENT: Weak, Mugatil lies in Hadith, is a Mushabbih and takes a lot of his knowledge from Ahlul-Kitab.

Note: It was also mentioned in Tafseer Mugatil at one instance, that Sulayman inherited horses from his father and this
is a baseless story, it can be though that it is a part of the kingdom as the one who inherits this position will rule over
everything including the army, the horses and the palaces.

MA ANI AL-QUR’AN LIL-FARRA’:
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Abu Zakariya al-Farra’ (144-207): [Dawud as per what they mentioned had nineteen sons; Sulayman was only specified
as the heir because he inherited the kingdom.]

TAFSEER YAHYA BIN SALAM:
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Qatadah (61-117): [Sulayman inherited Dawud’s prophet-hood and kingdom, and Sulayman got even more when Allah
(swt) gave him control over wind and Shayateen.]

JUDGEMENT: Mentioned with no chain, must have taken it from a book of his.

TAFSEER IBN JARIR AL-TABARI:
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Al-Tabari (310): [He inherited from his father Dawud, the knowledge that Allah had given him throughout his life, and
the kingship that Allah had especially given him, so he made it his own after his father Dawud without his father’s other
sons.]

JUDGEMENT: This is al-Tabari’s opinion.
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Qatadah (61-117): [Allah made Sulayman to inherit Dawud, so he inherited his prophet-hood and kingdom, and even
more when Allah (swt) gave him control over wind and Shayateen.]

JUDGEMENT: Sahih.

TAFSEER IBN ABI HATIM AL-RAZI:
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Qatadah (61-117): [Dawud was given three, he was given control of mountains, iron was softened for him, he was taught
the speech of birds, as for Musa the prophet of Allah he was taught the speech of birds, and the Jinn were in his control
and this was inherited from him, he had no control of mountains or iron.]

JUDGEMENT: Weak, "Ubayd bin Muhammad is Majhoul.
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Wahb bin Munabbih (34-110): [Sulayman inherited the kingdom and Allah granted him prophet-hood, and he asked him
to grant him a kingdom that no one after him can attain, so Allah most high did, he made under his control humans and
Jinn and birds and wind.]

JUDGEMENT: Weak, Muhammad bin Ishaq narrates it from “some people of knowledge” and it is not known who they
are.
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Qatadah (61-117): [He inherited his prophet-hood and kingdom.]
JUDGEMENT: Hasan, because of Ahmad bin Yahya.
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Qatadah (61-117): [He inherited his prophet-hood and kingdom and knowledge.]
JUDGEMENT: Sahih.
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Al-Rabi" bin Anas al-Bakri (139): [He inherited him in that he was given control of Shayateen and wind among other
matters that he inherited from what was given to his father (by Allah).]

JUDGEMENT: Weak, “Abdullah bin abi Ja*far is ibn Mahan he is Saduq but his father “Isa is weak, as for al-Rabi" is bin
Anas he is an early Shia.



TAFSEER IBN ABI ZAMANAYN AL-ANDALUSI:
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Ibn abi Zamanayn (324-399): [Qatadah said: “Meaning: He inherits his prophet-hood and kingdom.” Muhammad said: It
was narrated that Dawud had nineteen sons, so Sulayman was the only one from among them to inherit his prophet-
hood and kingdom.]

JUDGEMENT: Qatadah’s opinion is without a chain but we know of its authenticity. The rest is the opinion of the author
Muhammad ibn Zamanayn.

TAFSEER “ALI BIN AHMAD AL-WAHIDI:
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“Ali bin Ahmad al-Wahidi (468): [His prophet-hood and knowledge and kingdom. Qatadah said: “Dawud had nineteen
male children, so Sulayman inherited his kingdom from among them and his prophet-hood.”]

JUDGEMENT: No chain for Qatadah’s report, al-Wahidi’s opinion is here.
TAFSEER AL-BAGHAWI:
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Husayn bin Mas’ud al-Baghawi (433-516): [Inherited his prophet-hood and knowledge and kingdom without the rest of
his children, and Dawud had nineteen sons, and Sulayman was given what Dawud was given from the kingdom in
addition to controlling the wind and Shayateen. Mugqatil said: “Sulayman had greater kingdom than Dawud and greater
judgement, while Dawud worshipped more than Sulayman, and Sulayman was thankful for Allah most high’s blessings.”]

JUDGEMENT: This is the author’s opinion as for Mugqatil his Tafseer is dismissed.
MA'ANEE AL-QUR’AN LIL-ZAJJA):
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Ibrahim al-Sarriy al-Zajjaj (241-311): [It is reported in the Tafseer, that he inherited from him his prophet-hood and
kingdom, and it is narrated that Dawud had nineteen children so Sulayman inherited him from among them, the
prophet-hood and kingdom.]

JUDGEMENT: Author’s opinion.
TAFSEER AL-KASHAF LIL-ZAMAKHSHARI:
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Abu al-Qasim al-Zamakhshari (467-538): [He inherited from him the prophet-hood and kingdom without the rest of his
children -and they were nineteen- and Dawud worshipped more whereas Sulayman was a better judge and more
thankful for Allah’s blessing.]

JUDGEMENT: Author’s opinion.



TAFSEER BAHR-UL-"ULOUM LIL-SAMARQANDI:
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Nasr bin Muhammad al-Samargandi (375): [Meaning: Inherited his kingdom and al-Hasan said: “He inherited the money
and kingdom not the prophet-hood and knowledge, as prophet-hood and knowledge are from the blessings of Allah and
they are not by inheritance.” And it is said: “He inherited the knowledge and wisdom, as prophets do not leave as
inheritance Darahim or Dananeer.”]

JUDGEMENT: Author’s opinion was his kingdom or authority, not his money. As for what was reported from Hasan here,
it is not correctly attributed to him.

TA’WEEL MUKHTALAF AL-HADITH LI-IBN QUTAYBAH:
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Ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawari (213-276): [He (swt) meant that he inherited the kingdom and the prophet-hood and the
knowledge, the meaning of Kingship is: Authority, judgement and Politics, not the money. If He (swt) intended the
inheritance of his money, this story would be of no value as it is common knowledge that children inherit their fathers's
wealth, but people do not know that a son can take his father's place in knowledge and kingdom and prophet-hood.]

JUDGEMENT: Author’s own opinion.

AL-NUKAT WAL-"UYOUN LIL-MAWARDI:
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“Ali bin Muhammad al-Mawardi (364-450): [One of the opinions: He inherited his prophet-hood and kingdom, stated by
Qatadah. Al-Kalbi said: “Dawud had nineteen male children, only Sulayman was mentioned as heir because he inherited
prophet-hood and kingdom, if it were that of money then all his sons would be equal in this.”

The second opinion: He was placed in control of Shayateen(Jinn) and winds, as stated by al-Rabi’.

The third: Is that Dawud made him a successor during his life to lead Bani Isra’eel, and his authority was the inheritance
as stated by al-Dahhak. From this is the saying: “The scholars are the heirs of the prophets.” Since they take the position
of prophets in religious matters.]

JUDGEMENT: The author lists the views he finds valid. Al-Rabi" ibn Anas’s (139) opinion is mentioned with no chain, the
same goes for al-Dahhak and al-Kalbi.

TAFSEER AL-KASHF WAL-BAYAN LIL-THA'LABI:
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Ahmad bin Muhammad al-Tha'labi (427): [Inherited his prophet-hood and kingship without the rest of his children, and
Dawud (as) had nineteen sons.]

JUDGEMENT: Author’s opinion.
AL-TAFSEER AL-KABIR LIL-TABARANI:
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Sulayman bin Ahmad al-Tabarani (260-360): [Meaning, he inherited his prophet-hood and knowledge and kingdom. This
is because Dawud had nineteen male children, so Sulayman inherited his kingship and position and rank and prophet-
hood from among them.]

JUDGEMENT: Author’s opinion.
AL-TA’WEELAT LIL-MATURIDI:
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Muhammad bin Muhammad al-Maturidi (333): [The people of interpretation say: He inherited the prophet-hood and
wisdom, and the Warith(inheritor) means: The one who remains after the other perishes.]

JUDGEMENT: al-Maturidi reports the opinion of the Mufassireen until his time; he also explains what the word inheritor
means in the Arabic tongue.
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[Inherited him: Means was left in kingship and (in position of) prophet-hood. This is what Zakariya asked his Lord, it is
not possible that he asked his Lord for a son to inherit money after his death, rather he asked for a boy to remain in
position of his prophet-hood and carry on his message after his passing, so prophet-hood may remain in his progeny,
and Allah knows best.]

JUDGEMENT: al-Maturidi’s opinion.
MUSTADRAK AL-SAHEEHAYN LIL-HAKIM:
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Al-Hakim al-Naysaburi (405): [from al-Shabi: “The children of Ishaq have recorded history from the time of Musa until
the kingdom of Sulayman bin Dawud. {And Sulayman inherited Dawud} Meaning prophet-hood and the message were
transferred to him and he gave him a kingdom that no one after him could have, control of the Jinn and the birds and
wind.”]

JUDGEMENT: Ahmad bin “Abdul-Jabbar al-"Utarudi’s narration from Yunus from Ibn Ishaq is acceped as authentic, but
ibn Ishaq does Tadlees and never declared hearing thus it can be weakened for this.

HAQA’IQ AL-TAFSEER LIL-SULAMY:
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Muhammad bin al-Husayn al-Sulamy (412): [Abu Bakr bin Tahir said: “Sulayman inherited from his father Dawud the
knowledge and this is the nature of the inheritance of prophets.”

Ibn "Ata’ may Allah have mercy on him said: “Inherited from him the sincerity of seeking his Lord and completely
devoting himself in all situations.”]

JUDGEMENT: Abu Bakr “Abdullah bin Tahir al-Abhari (330), his opinion is without a chain. Ibn "Ata’ is probably from the
scholars of the Soufiya, | do not know who he is. This is an early Sufi Tafseer.

TAFSEER AL-HIDAYAH LI-MAKKI IBN ABI TALIB:
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Makki ibn abi Talib (437): [Meaning he inherited his knowledge and kingdom. And Qatadah said: “Prophet-hood and
kingdom.” It was narrated that Dawud had nineteen sons, so Sulayman inherited the prophet-hood and kingdom
without them.]

JUDGEMENT: This is the Sufi author’s opinion.

LATA’IF AL-ISHARAT LIL-QUSHAYRI:
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"Abdul-Kareem al-Qushayri (465): [Inherited his father in prophet-hood, and he inherited him in that he took his place.]
JUDGEMENT: This is the Sufi author’s opinion.

AL-MUHARRAR WAL-WAIJEEZ LI-IBN "ATIYYAH:
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*Abdul-Haqq ibn “Atiyyah al-Andalusi (546): [Dawud was from Bani Isra’eel and he was a king, {And Sulayman inherited
Dawud} his kingdom and rank and prophet-hood, meaning these things were transferred to him after his father’s death
so they were referred to as inheritance metaphorically. The reality of inheritance is that of money, and prophets do not
leave their money as inheritance because he (saw) said: “We prophets leave no inheritance, what we leave behind is
charity.” It is also possible that he meant that this is the doing of prophets even though some did inherit money like
Zakariya according to the most popular opinion concerning this, it is as you say “We Muslims are pre-occupied by
worship” this refers to the majority not every single one, also similar to what Sibawayh said: “We Arabs are the most
hospitable people to guests.”]

JUDGEMENT: Author’s opinion is that inheritance is kingdom and prophet-hood, not money.



TAFSEER ZAD-UL-MAYSIR LI-IBN AL-JAWZI:
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*Abdul-Rahman bin “Ali ibn al-Jawzi (510-597): [Meaning: Inherited his prophet-hood and knowledge and kingdom;
Dawud had nineteen sons but this was especially for Sulayman, had it been an inheritance of money then all his children
would be equal in this.]

JUDGEMENT: His opinion.
AL-TAFSEER AL-KABIR AL-FAKHR-UL-RAZI:
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Fakhr-ul-Deen al-Razi (606): [They differed on it, al-Hasan said: “Money because prophet-hood is a gift not to be
inherited.” Others said: “No it is prophet-hood.” Others said: “It is kingdom and politics.” If al-Hasan had observed then
he would have reached the conclusion that money also can’t be inherited as it is a gift from God in the end. This is why
the son inherits of he was a believer not a Kafir or killer. Allah has placed conditions for inheritance from the dead but
not for prophet-hood as death is not a reason for a son’s prophet-hood, in this sense they are different but it does not
prevent it from being described as inheritance because he assumed his responsibility after his death, just as a son might
inherit money. What proves what we said is that Allah never said “Inherited his money” but rather he continued {He
said: "O people, we have been taught the language of birds”} and if we were to say he inherited his rank of prophet-
hood and kingship, that would be better as learning the language of birds is a part of what he inherited, this is also
proven by his saying {And we have been given from all things} for he who has inherited the kingdom is given from
everything however inheriting money does not get you everything, also his saying {Indeed, this is evident bounty} it is
not proper for us to say this is referring to money since that can happen to anyone. What Allah has mentioned from
Sulayman’s soldiers is also not acceptable except for the explanation we have given, thus based on what we explained
those who claimed he only inherited money are refuted. For those who say he inherited money and kingdom, then their
opinions are still valid as they do not contradict what we stated previously, but their opinion is rejected by the apparent
words of the Prophet (saw): “We the prophets leave no inheritance.”]

JUDGEMENT: Author does not accept the opinion of inheriting wealth as it contradicts the prophetic narration. All else
are disconnected reports.

AL-TAMHEED LI-IBN "ABDUL-BARR:
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Abu “Umar ibn “Abdul-Barr (463): [Sulayman never inherited from Dawud money that he had left behind, he only
inherited wisdom and knowledge and this is what Yahya inherited from the family of Ya'qoub, this is also what the
people of knowledge in Sunnah and Qur’anic interpretation said, alongside the Sunnah they used as proof His (swt)
words: {And we have given Dawud and Sulayman knowledge} the Mufassiroun said this means: Knowledge of Torah,
knowledge of Zabour, knowledge in religious rulings, knowledge of judgment and the knowledge of the language of
beasts {And (both) said praise be to Allah who preferred us over many of his believing slaves — And Sulayman inherited
Dawud and said: O people we have been taught the language of birds and we have been given from all things} Thus
Sulayman inherited from Dawud the prophet-hood and knowledge and wisdom and judgment, this is the opinion of the
people of knowledge except the Rawafidh sect, it is also their opinion concerning {Inherits me and inherits from the
family of Ya'qoub} no one differs except what has been narrated from al-Hasan that he said: “Inherits my money and
inherits from the family of Ya'qoub the prophet-hood and wisdom.” The proof for the opinion adopted by the scholars
of the Muslims is his (saw) Hadith: “We the prophets leave no inheritance, what is left is charity.” All opinions
contradicting this are abandoned (...until he said...) what shows you that Allah (swt) intends prophet-hood and
knowledge and politics NOT money, is that if he intended money then the information would have no benefit as it is
common knowledge that sons inherit their fathers, it is not known however that every son takes his father’d place in
kingdom and knowledge and prophet-hood.]

JUDGEMENT: al-Hasan’s Hadith has no chain.

TAFSEER IBN "ARABI:
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Muhyi al-Deen ibn "Arabi (558-638): [Kingdom of politics and prophet-hood of guidance.]
JUDGEMENT: Sufi author’s opinion.

AL-JAMI' LI-AHKAM AL-QUR’AN LIL-QURTUBI:
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Muhammad bin Ahmad al-Qurtubi (671): [al-Kalbi said: “Dawud (saw) had nineteen sons but only Sulayman inherited his
prophet-hood and kingdom, if it were an inheritance of money then all his sons should be equal.” Also stated by ibn al-
“Arabi: “If it were an inheritance of money it should have been split between them but Allah preferred Sulayman with
the inheritance of Dawud’s wisdom and prophet-hood, and a kingdom that no one after him had.” Ibn "Atiyyah said:
“Dawud was a king from bani Isra’eel and Sulayman inherited his kingdom and rank of prophet-hood, meaning he
received them after the death of his father so they were called an inheritance metaphorically, like his Hadith: ‘Scholars
are heirs of prophets.’ also his saying: “We prophets leave no inheritance.’ This one could possibly mean that it was
mostly from the doing of prophets even if one of them did give inheritance according to the popular opinion concerning
Zakariya; this is as if you said: “‘We Muslims are pre-occupied by worship’ meaning most of us.”



| said: This was discussed in Surat Mariyam, what is correct is the first opinion because he (saw) said: “We the prophets
leave no inheritance.” This is general and there can be no exceptions without evidence.]

JUDGEMENT: Chainless reports, as for Muhyi al-Deen ibn “Arabi (558-638) he’s the famous Sufi philosopher and author
of the Tafseer; Ibn "Atiyyah’s opinions were previously presented from his Tafseer.

TAFSEER ANWAR AL-TANZEEL LIL-BAYDAWI:
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*Abdullah bin *Umar bin “Ali al-Baydawi al-Shirazi (685): [Prophet-hood or knowledge or kingdom as in he replaced him
in these matters without the rest of his sons and they were nineteen.]

JUDGEMENT: Author’s opinion.
TAFSEER IBN "ABDUL-SALAM:
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Al-"Iz ibn “Abdul-Salam (577-660): [The prophet-hood of Dawud and his kingdom, or he gave him control over Shayateen
and wind, or he made him his successor in leading Banu Isra’eel during his life and it was called inheritance, and Dawud
had nineteen sons.]

JUDGEMENT: Author lists opinions.
TAFSEER MADARIK AL-TANZEEL LIL-NASFY:
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“Abdullah bin Ahmad al-Nasfy (710): [Inherited from him prophet-hood and kingdom without his other nineteen sons,
they said: “He was given prophet-hood like his father so it is as if he inherited him, otherwise prophet-hood itself is not
inheritance.”]

JUDGEMENT: Author’s opinion.
LUBAB-UL-TA’WEEL LIL-KHAZIN:
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“Ala’-ul-Deen “Ali bin Muhammad al-Khazin (725): [Meaning his prophet-hood, knowledge and kingdom aside from the
rest of Dawud’s nineteen children; And Sulayman was given all that Dawud was given in addition to controlling wind,
Jinn and Shayateen.]

JUDGEMENT: Author’s opinion.
AL-TASHEEL LI-IBN JUZAY:
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Muhammad bin Ahmad ibn Juzay al-Gharnati (693-741): [Meaning inherited his prophet-hood and knowledge and
kingdom.]

JUDGEMENT: Author’s opinion.



TAFSEER IBN KATHEER:
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Isma’eel ibn "Umar bin Katheer (700-774): [Meaning: In kingship and prophet-hood, not an inheritance of money, if it
were that of money then Sulayman would not be specified from among all his brothers, Dawud had one hundred wives
but what was intended is inheritance of kingdom and prophet-hood. A prophet’s money is not inherited as Rasul-Allah
(saw) said: “We the prophets leave no inheritance, what remains is charity.”]

JUDGEMENT: Author’s opinion.
TAFSEER AL-JALALAYN:
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Jalal-ul-Deen al-Mahalli (864) & Jalal-ul-Deen al-Suyuti (911): [Prophet-hood and knowledge without the rest of his
children.]

JUDGEMENT: Author’s opinion.
FATH-UL-QADEER LIL-SHAWKANI:
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Muhammad bin "Ali al-Shawkani (1173-1250): [Meaning an inheritance of knowledge and prophet-hood. Qatadah and
al-Kalbi both said: “Dawud had nineteen male children, Sulayman inherited from among them the prophet-hood, if it
were that of money then Sulayman wouldn’t have been specified as all his children are equal in this.” This is also the
opinion of the majority of Mufassireen, in other words this inheritance is a metaphorical one similar to what he (saw)
said: “Scholars are heirs of prophets.”]

JUDGEMENT: Author never included the chain for the above report.



-Summary of Opinions on Surat al-Naml [27:16]

The opinions of Companions and their Followers:

"Amir al-Sha’bi (21-103): Inherited prophet-hood and the message. (Da eef)

Al-Dahhak ibn Muzahim (105): Inherits his authority. (chainless)

Wahb bin Munabbih (34-110): Inherited the kingdom, given the prophet-hood and made to have powers. (Daeef)
Al-Hasan al-Basri (21-110): Inherited money and kingdom not prophet-hood and knowledge. (chainless)

Qatadah bin Di'amah (61-117): Inherited prophet-hood and kingdom and special powers. (Sahih)

Qatadah bin Di‘amah (61-117): Inherited prophet-hood, kingdom and knowledge. (Sahih)

Qatadah bin Di'amah (61-117): Inherited prophet-hood and kingdom. (Hasan)

Al-Rabi" bin Anas al-Bakri (139): Inherited special powers. (Da eef)

Mugatil bin Sulayman (150): Inherits knowledge and kingdom. (unreliable scholar)

Abu Zakariya al-Farra’ (144-207): Dawud had nineteen sons, Sulayman only inherited kingship. (Sahih)

Hisham ibn al-Kalbi (110-204): Sulayman is the only mentioned as he inherited the prophet-hood & kingship (chainless)

Scholars who permit prophetic inheritance of material possessions and money:
None.
Scholars who say it is of prophet-hood and knowledge or kingdom and authority:

Yahya bin Salam (240) - Muhammad ibn Jareer al-Tabari (224-310) - "Abdul-Rahman bin abi Hatim al-Razi (240-327) -
Muhammad bin abi Zamanayn al-Andalusi (324-399) - "Ali bin Ahmad al-Wahidi (468) - Husayn bin Mas ud al-Baghawi
(433-516) - lbrahim al-Sarriy al-Zajjaj (241-311) - Abu al-Qasim al-Zamakhshari (467-538) - Nasr bin Muhammad al-
Samarqandi (375) - "Abdullah bin Qutaybah al-Dinawari (213-276) - Ahmad bin Muhammad al-Tha'labi (427) - Sulayman
bin Ahmad al-Tabarani (260-360) - Muhammad bin Muhammad al-Maturidi (333) - Abu Bakr “"Abdullah bin Tahir al-
Abhari (330) - Muhammad bin al-Husayn al-Sulamy (412) - Ibn "Ata’ al-Sufi (???) - Makki ibn abi Talib (437) - "Abdul-
Kareem al-Qushayri (465) - "Abdul-Haqq ibn “Atiyyah al-Andalusi (546) - "Abdul-Rahman bin "Ali ibn al-Jawzi (510-597) -
Fakhr-ul-Deen al-Razi (606) - Abu "Umar ibn "Abdul-Barr (463) - Muhyi al-Deen ibn "Arabi (558-638) - Muhammad bin
Ahmad al-Qurtubi (671) - "Abdullah bin “Umar bin "Ali al-Baydawi al-Shirazi (685) - Al-"1z ibn "Abdul-Salam (577-660) -
*Abdullah bin Ahmad al-Nasfy (710) - “Ala’-ul-Deen "Ali bin Muhammad al-Khazin (725) - Muhammad bin Ahmad ibn
Juzay al-Gharnati (693-741) - Isma’eel ibn "Umar bin Katheer (700-774) - Jalal-ul-Deen al-Mahalli (864) - Jalal-ul-Deen al-
Suyuti (911) - Muhammad bin "Ali al-Shawkani (1173-1250).

Scholars who list various opinions without adopting a specific interpretation for the verse:

“Ali bin Muhammad al-Mawardi (364-450).

OBSERVATION:

The first observation is that for this verse we find a much smaller collection of opinions from the Salaf, what is authentic
and reliable is only the opinion of Qatadah and al-Farra’, they both said that it was an inheritance of authority and
prophet-hood.

Regarding the scholars, there is a consensus in about forty two sources of Tafseer, that it is mainly an inheritance of
authority and his rank of kingship and an inheritance of prophet-hood and religious leadership.
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